BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
read it over, and that he afterwards solicited Mr [Charles]
Fleetwood, the patentee of Drury-lane theatre, to have it
acted at his house; but Mr Fleetwood would not accept it,
probably because it was not patronized by some man of high
rank; and it was not acted till 1749, when his friend David
CJarrick was manager of that theatre.
The Gentleman's Magazine^ begun and carried on by Mjr
Edward Gave, had attracted the notice and esteem of John-
son, in an eminent degree, before he came to London as an
adventurer in literature. He told me, that when he first saw
St John's Gate, the place where that deservedly popular
miscellany was originally printed, he 'beheld it with rever-
ence.'
It appears that he was now enlisted by Mr Cave as a regu-
lor coadjutor in his magazine, by which he probably ob-
tained a tolerable livelihood. At what time, or by what
means, he had acquired a competent knowledge both of
French and Italian, I do not know; but he was so well skilled
in them, as to be sufficiently qualified for a translator. That
part of his labour which consisted in emendation and im-
provement of the productions of other contributors, like that
employed in levelling ground, can be perceived only by those
who had an opportunity of comparing the original with the
altered copy. What we certainly know to have been done by
him in this way, was the Debates in both houses of Parlia-
ment, under the name of The Senate of Lilliput/ sometimes
with feigned denominations of the several speakers, some-
times with denominations formed of the letters.of their real
names, in the manner of what is called anagram, so that they
might easily be decyphered.
Thus was Johnson employed, during some of the best years
of his life, as a mere literary labourer *for gain not glory,'
solely to obtain an honest support. He however indulged
himself in occasional little sallies, which the French so hap-
pily express by the term jeux d'esprit^ and which will be
noticed in their order, in the progress of this work.
But what first displayed his transcendent powers, and 'gave
the world assurance of the MAN/ was his London, a Poem,
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